speeches from some very eminent authorities in hospital administration, and I fancy that they rather objected or were indisposed to fall in with the idea of self help as applied to the old-fashioned hospitals, although they had no objection to seeing the principle introduced into new hospitals. (Hear, hear.) I felt that these gentlemen bad not had the practical experience of the pay system which I myself had had, and during the last few years I have been very much exercised in my own mind in regard to the self-help system. The hospital I represent introduced this system four or five years ago. It has, I think I may say, been in existence for about five years, and has worked remarkably well. It consists in charging our out-patients a few pence for their weekly supply of medicine, and in making a higher charge to persons in a higher walk of life, such as clergymen, medical men, &c., who could afford to pay a guinea a week. The system is not entirely limited to Guy's Hospital, for it has extended about the country as well as in London, and has chiefly been adopted in London in the special hospitals. No other general hospital, except Guy's, has taken this question up in the sense in which I have spoken. Associa- tion, which has undertaken the very difficult task of putting this before the public, so that whenever the Government does take up the matter, the amount of facts which the Association has obtained will be most useful for the purposes of a general inquiry.
( To be continued.)
